World Knowledge
Climate and Habitat 

The climate is hot during the day and freezing cold during the night. Not only are most of the tribes hostile in their attitude toward others, so too is the environment. Some areas are baron with no water or vegetation where as others are densely vegetated with thorned poisonous shrubs. Although one would assume that the densely vegetated areas would have an abundant food supply, many of the plants and shrubs are extremely toxic and most have learned not to eat anything unless they are certain of what it is.

Bartermeets
Bartermeets are a tradition which date back longer than many can remember. The locations have varied over the years as well as the tribes and leaders attending them.

These annual occurrences are run for the benefit of all. It is a time of truce where tribal and personal conflicts are put aside for the duration of the meet.  

Many use the opportunity too trade surplus commodities whether they be; technology, food, medicines, weapons, knowledge or other tradable goods.

This is the sixth year that the Bartermeet has been held at this location, known as ‘The Ruin’. The territory used to be held by the Harvesters and years ago was fought over in a war with the Burners. Since then a treaty has been signed and this area is now considered neutral territory by the five tribes.

Each year Bartermeet is hosted by a neutral party, agreed on by the leaders of the five tribes. It is usual for the Bartermeet to be attended by these leaders and an entourage of up to ten tribe members.

Transportation

The majority of the tribes have found over the years that it is safer to find an area that provides protection and a source of food and water and stay there rather than to risk the wilderness. The Wanderers and the Burners are the exception to this rule. There are rumours that some have tamed cattle, which they ride. Some metal vehicles survive although information as to what they run on is scarce. Rumours include petroleum, alcohol or water. Some may even have been fitted with sails. 

Birth, death, health and disease

The average life expectancy is about 50 years. There are little or no available medicines or antibiotics which means catching diseases commonly results in death. 
The Harvesters have the highest birth rate and the Burners the lowest. The level of child deformity also varies depending on which tribe you come from. Although the Funnel Webs have a relatively high birth rate they have a disproportionate number suffering from deformity and mutation. This perhaps has something to do with living underground.

Resource distribution

Each tribe has its own set of resources that they have easier access to than the others. The Tech Junkies have technology, The Harvesters have food and clothing, the Burners have weapons, armour and transportation, the Sons of the New Dawn have faith, and the Funnel Webs have a bit of everything.

The value of a resource is always greater in a location where there is very little of it. Food and water can be valuable commodities in arid desolate areas but are taken for granted by the Harvesters. 

Animals appear to quite rare but mostly can be put into two categories: domesticated beasts such cattle and sheep like those bred by the Harvesters and feral creatures that roam the wilderness such as wild dogs and felines. These are often tames and used as lookouts by the Burners and Funnel Webs.

In such a brutal environment almost every individual carries some kind of weapon. It is most usual for these to take the form of simple clubs or bladed weapons although some carry spears and bows and the occasional surviving firearms are talked about though rarely seen.

Knowledge of the past

· Knowledge of the past is very sketchy. Most people believe that it is the year 2303 and that the previous human society came to an end in the apocalypse of 2015. There are many stories but no one generally accepted cause of the apocalypse. Very few maps and books have survived the years.
